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in March of 1888 and it now becomes clear that he
has embarked on a career in scholarship. He writes,
All 12,000 members of the (royal) entourage were
provided with rice, meat, oil, candles, sugar, tea,
and firewood by the government from the time they
left Jalalabad until they reached Kabul and were
not required to spend a single dinar from their own
purses. In fact, (these supplies 26 Translation, pp.
500-501.

27 1Ibid, p. 522.
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Were so ample that) everyone was able to carry
home some of the provisions they were given for
the march. This humble writer who had gone to
Lahore from Qandahar to study, had arrived in Ja-
lalabad from there by way of Peshawar, and had
made friends with one of the royal attendants, Jafi-
far fiAli Khan, the son of Baz fiAli Khan Jaghuri,
also enjoyed this general and delightful largesse on
this trip. On the eleventh of Shafiban, correspond-
ing to the fourth of the solar month Thawr/23 April
1888, the capital Kabul shone with the splendor of
the royal arrival.28

Fayz Muhammad in no way implies that he was
an official member of the party, but with a com-
pany as large as this, it was probably not difficult
to go through the provisioning line with his fellow
Hazarah, Jafifar fiAli Khan, and be given supplies
as if he were. Our problem arises over his recol-
lection (he is writing some twenty-five years later)
that he joined the royal entourage at Jalalabad hav-
ing come by way of Qandahar, Lahore, Peshawar
and Jalalabad. If true, that means that between late
fall or early winter 1886 when he was engaged in
the fighting against the Andari Ghiljavis, and April
of 1888, a period of barely a year and a half, he
had gone to Qandahar to study, then, having fin-
ished studies there, had traveled to Lahore where
he worked long enough to pick up a smattering of
English vocabulary and perhaps some Urdu (Hin-
dustani), then proceed through Peshawar and back
to Afghanistan. It is of course possible that he did
do so and that his stays in both Qandahar and La-
hore were obviously very brief. But going to those
places to study certainly implies that a longer pe-
riod of time would have been required. 29

Back in Kabul, which he seems to have visited for
the first time in the spring of 1888, he became a stu-
dent of Mulla Muhammad Sarwar Khan Ishaqgzavi.
By the 1890s Mulla Muhammad Sarwar Khan was
an influential figure at court and was tutoring the
princes, Habib Allah Khan and Nasr Allah Khan.

His tribe, the Ishaqzavi, are a Durrani tribe whose
homeland is still today the Qandahar region. As
far as is known, the tribe has been Sunni and there
is no doubt that the mulla was Sunni as well. Qa-
ndahar also had a large and influential population
of Imami Shifii Qizilbash and Fayz Muhammad
was probably attracted to Qandahar by its reputa-
tion as a center of Imami Shifiite learning. The 28
Ibid, p. 588.

29 Barzagar-i Kishtali 1999a, p. 790, who fails to
mention the military service of Fayz Muhammad,
gives a chronology for this period without citing
specific sources. According to him, Fayz Muham-
mad completed his elementary education at home,
128597

(April 1868-December 1880); traveled to Qanda-
har to study, 1297-1303 (December 1880-August
1886); spent 1304-05 (September 1886-Septem-
ber 1888) in Lahore studying (clearly incompat-
ible with Fayz Muhammad’s own account); and
then was in Kabul, 1305-10 (September 1888—
July 1893), again as a student.

Xx Introduction

Family story, however, says that Fayz Muham-
mad heard that Qandahar was especially noted
for the high quality there of the teaching of Per-
sian grammar and syntax. While in Qandahar, the
family account goes, he met Mulla Muhammad
Sarwar Khan Ishaqzavi with whom he began to
study. This is certainly not impossible. Mulla Mu-
hammad Sarwar Khan may not yet have joined
the court as royal tutor before 1886 or 1887. But
this raises questions. Even if we set aside precon-
ceived notions about Sunni-Shifii relations, it still
seems at best highly unusual for an Imami Shifii,
and a Hazarah at that, to have gone to Qandahar
and sought out a devout Sunni as his mentor. Per-
haps, if anything, we should imagine only a chance
encounter in the brief time Fayz Muhammad was
there, but a meeting in which he made a strong
and lasting impression as an eager and committed
scholar and impressed the mulla, despite the dif-
ferences in ethnic and religious affiliations. Fayz
Muhammad himself does not help us resolve the
question of when and where he first encountered
the Ishaqgzavi scholar. The family, as well as mod-
ern scholars like Husayn Nayil, Mir Husayn Shah,
and Husayn Barzagar-i Kishtali, agree that at some
point Fayz Muhammad also traveled to filraq to
visit the Shifii holy cities of...

Karbala. To ... Read the next issue
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Abd al-Rahman Khan.

The repercussion that nearly cost the life of Safiid
Muhammad, was as follows: In the early 1890s,
in the midst of the bitter war waged against the
Hazarahs by Amir fiAbd al-Rahman Khan, Safiid
Muhammad was arrested along with three other
Muhammad Khwajah Hazarahs, all from Nahwur,
for allegedly having started a rumor that the Brit-
ish were planning to divide the region of Jalalabad
between Afghanistan and British India. This was at
the time of talks between the Afghan and English
governments over demarcating a border between
their respective domains. Fayz Muhammad tells
the reader that his father escaped with his life by
bribing the general who arrested them. The other
three lacked the means to purchase their freedom
and were sent off to Kabul where they were turned
over to a Tajik, Sergeant-Major Mirza Muhammad
Yusuf Khan. He executed the three men as retalia-
tion for the death of the akhundzadah at Qalfiah-1
Hayjji thirteen years earlier.24

Coincidentally, this all happened just at the time
when Fayz Muhammad’s personal fortunes were
on the rise. The period from 1880, when Safiid
Muhammad, Fayz Muhammad, and the rest of the
family were forced to return to Gar-dan-i Bukhara,
and 1893, when Fayz Muhammad received a roy-
al appointment in Kabul, is difficult to bring into
sharp focus. Much was happening in Fayz Muham-
mad’s life during that time but the details remain
somewhat murky. First there is his participation in
military campaigns. He himself tells us that in the
autumn of 1885 he was part of a militia force of
Muhammad Khwajah fighters, perhaps cavalry, un-
der the command of a regular army officer, Com-
mandant Mir Imam al-Din Khan. A force of 350
cavalry and infantry in which the Muhammad Kh-
wajah militia was incorporated was assembled to
punish some Shayr Dagh and Pashah-i Hazarahs
of Jaghuri, the district bordering Qarabagh on the
west. These Hazarahs had “rebelled” against the
government of the new amir fiAbd al-Rahman
Khan (r. 1880-1901) by refusing to pay their taxes.
The government force marched to Chihil Baghtu25
in Jaghuri where the rebel leader sent a Qurvan
along with a pledge to submit saying, “I will place
the royal commands and prohibitions on my neck
(as my duty) and pay the diwani taxes.” But since
he refused to appear in person, rightly fearing for
his own safety, his offer was rejected. Eventually,
after more inconclusive

24 Translation, p. 984.

25 On the AIMS ‘Jaghori’ district map the place is

called “Chehelbaghtuye-Pasha’i.”
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Negotiations, a group of five mediators, including
the twenty-five-year-old Fayz Muhammad, were
sent off to the rebels’ fortifications where they per-
suaded its leader, after two days of negotiations,
to return to the army camp with them. There he
promised to pay two of the three years of unpaid
back taxes he was said to owe. Hostages were giv-
en and a collector was appointed. Because win-
ter had arrived and snow was already falling, the
Muhammad Khwajah militiamen were sent home.
Fayz Muhammad’s position among the mediators
sent to negotiate indicates that by this time he en-
joyed a higher status than that of mere soldier, or
so his own memory of the incident suggests.26
At this time the amir was facing one of the fiercest
challenges to his rule, a major Ghiljavi uprising of
the Andari, Taraki, Hutaki, fiAli Khayl, and Sulay-
man Khayl tribes. At the beginning of the new lu-
nar year, October 1886, Hazarah forces were again
recruited to help fight the Andari (an assignment
they probably relished in light of what had hap-
pened in early 1880). Fayz Muhammad relates,
“On this same day (October 28, 1886), Hazarah
cavalry leaders, whom this humble author was ac-
companying and serving, arrived at the royal army
camp near the villages of Arzu and Shalij, to offer
felicitations on (the army’s) victory (over the An-
dari).” The Hazarahs were then dismissed but their
leaders stayed for a while, and perhaps Fayz Mu-
hammad remained with them, to obtain a certifi-
cate from General Ghulam Haydar Khan Urakzavi
attesting to their service in the campaign.27 these
certificates become extremely important later on
as proof of loyalty when the government turns
against the Hazarahs. As these passages show,
Fayz Muhammad was available for militia duty
with other members of his tribe in 1885-86. His
father may even have been preparing him to suc-
ceed to the position of wakil held by him and his
father, Khudaydad, before him. What else Fayz
Muhammad may have been doing between the
beginnings of 1880 when the hammer of Kharuti
vengeance came down on the family and 1885, it
is impossible to say at this point. The family rec-
ollection is somewhat vague and omits all refer-
ences to his military experience. The next time he
refers to himself in the Siraj and provides a date
comes in his description of the preparations for the
return of Amir fiAbd al-Rahman and his huge en-
tourage to Kabul from winter quarters in Jalalabad



ports, with the bulk of the Kharuti male population
waging jihad in and around Kabul, the Muhammad
Khwajah Hazarahs and the Chahar Dastah Haz-
arahs of Jaghuri joined forces in January of 1880
and attacked and burned Kharuti villages in Qara-
bagh. They probably also looted them, drove out
the women and children left behind, and occupied
the lands.22Their actions would not go unavenged.
When the British finally withdrew from Afghani-
stan following their stunning defeat at Maywand
(or Maymand) west of Qandahar on July 27, 1880
of that year, abandoning Kabul as well as any plans
to make Qandahar a stalking horse for British inter-
ests in Afghanistan, the Kharutis of Qarabagh took
their revenge. Apparently holding an overwheling
military advantage, they were able to drive the
Mhammad Khwajah Hazarahs, at least, completely
out of Qarabagh. Fayz Muhammad and his family
along with his father and his family retreated to the
old home in Gardan-i Bukhara, Nahwur. This is one
version of the story explaining why the family left
Qarabagh district. Another slightly different vesion
is the family account reported by Reza

21 For Roberts’ account see ibid, vol. 2, chapters
XLIX through LI. For Fayz

Muhammad’s version see translation, pp. 352 ff.
22 Gas 6, p. 391.
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Kateb. According to this, there was fighting btween
the Kharutis and the Chahar Dastah Hazarahs, the
cause of which is not explained, and in which Fayz
Muhammad participated. The struggle led to the
death of a Chahar Dastah leader named Fayzu. The
family account thus implies that the Chahar Dastah
Hazarahs were the proximate cause of the ouster
from Zard Sang and the move back to Gardan-i
Bukhara.

The story which Fayz Muhammad himself tells is
similar in its outcome for the Muhammad Khwjah
Hazarahs but considerably different in detail.23 It is
quite possible that all versions contains some mea-
sure of factual accuracy and their differences can be
explained by the different sources of the informa-
tion and the passage of time. In Fayz Muhammad’s
version, which is the official one it should be said
since it was approved by Amir Habib Allah Khan,
the problems in the Ghazni region stemmed from
the policies of the British and their collaborators, in
particular a Tajik from Ghazni named Colonel Wali
Allah Khan. He had offered his services to the Eng-
lish when they arrived in Kabul and they sent him
off to Ghazni “to sow enmity between the Afghans

and Hazarahs of Ghaznin using any means at his

disposal” in order to keep the Afghans there from
joining the jihad. He was not particularly success-
ful. A lashkar of ghazis (muj.hidin) all from the
greater Ghazni region and led by General Muham-
mad Jan Khan and the aforementioned Mushk-i
fiAlam descended on Kabul in December 1879.
The force included Wardaks; Ghiljavis from the
Taraki, Andari, fiAli Khayl, and Sulayman Khayl
tribes; Waziris; and Jadrans. Hazarahs were con-
spicuous by their absence from this force. When
Colonel Wali Allah Khan, who had represented
himself as a mover and shaker among the Tajiks
of Ghazni, presented the British plans (and offers
of cash) to the Tajik governor of Ghazni, he was
rebuffed and the offer rejected. He then settled at
a qalfiah outside town belonging to a man named
Muhammad Taqi Shah. In the absence of any other
information, this name, coupled with his actions,
suggests that Muhammad Taqi Shah was a Qizil-
bash Shifiite or even perhaps a Hazarah. Through
Muhammad Taqi Shah’s good offices, Colonel
Wali Allah Khan convened a group of local Haz-
arah leaders, among whom was Ghulam Husayn
Khan, the son of Gulistan Khan, whom we can
safely identify with the Kateb family’s Ghulam
Husayn Gulistani, the man who had sheltered and
given work to the family of Fayz Muhammad’s
grandfather in the family account. The nine Haz-
arah leaders came to the meeting with their mili-
tia forces and at the colonel’s direction laid siege
to the governor of Ghazni. They were unable to
overcome him and seize Ghazni and so remained
in the region for a number of days, looting and
killing, and then dispersing to their homes. One
of those they killed was a Tajik religious figure
(an .khundz.dah) and the owner of a fort called
Qalfiah-i Hajji. His murder later nearly cost Fayz
Muhammad’s father, Safiid Muhammad Khan, his
own life. When the British departed

23 Translation, p. 359.
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Afghanistan and the ghazis who had gone to Ka-
bul returned home, they fell upon Hazarahs wher-
ever they found them. The individuals and groups
actually named in Fayz Muhammad’s account as
having attacked the Hazarahs were Ghilzavi Af-
ghans of the Andari tribe. The Kharutis are not
mentioned. It was perhaps better in the early
twentieth century to single out Andaris (and not
mention Kharutis) because the Andaris (but not
the Kharutis) had been part of a major rebellion
against Amir Habib Allah Khan’s father, Amir fi-
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Avin/Ahan is found on the Soviet General Staff
map “Sharan” located three miles east of Jangalak.
(This proximity to Jangalak is the part of the cir-
cumstantial evidence for placing Zard Sang in the
same vicinity.) Although Fayz Muhammad would
become quite a traveler later on, there is nothing
to suggest that his world extended more than a few
miles from his home for his first eighteen years or
so. Since he married the daughter of a mulla, part
of his early education may have been at the hands
of this same man and perhaps his father’s as well.
Fayz Muhammad’s early education would have
entailed reading and reciting passages from the
Qurvan perhaps in a local maktab operated by this
same Mulla Shayr Muhammad. If so, the fact that
he married the mulla’s daughter would be testimo-
ny to his being a very good student although his
father’s having an earlier marital connection to the
mulla strongly suggests there were other factors,
now unrecoverable, at play.

The events of late 1879 and early 1880 turned the
world of the Muhammad Khwajah Hazarahs of Qa-
rabagh upside down. In part, this was due to their
own actions. In 1878, the amir, Shayr fiAli Khan,
abdicated, refusing to accede to British demands to
agree to a new treaty, one that he considered un-
acceptable. Shayr fiAli Khan had tried to maintain
cordial relations with the British government of
India while holding it at arms’ length, agreeing to
its request for a border treaty with Iran and the at-
tendant demarcation of that border and doing his
best not to provoke Pashtun tribes along the frontier
between the jurisdiction claimed by the British and
his own. But he could not accept the British request
that he admit an Englishman as British representa-
tive in Kabul nor bow to their threats should he re-
ceive the Russian official who was rumored then to
be en route to Kabul. When he did admit the Rus-
sian, General N. Stoletov, the British responded by
invading and occupying Jalalabad and Qandahar. At
this point, Shayr fiAli Khan, in poor health, gave up
the throne and retreated to Afghan Turkistan where
the Russian support he hoped for failed to materi-
alize. And there he died, on the twenty-second of
February 1879.19

Shayr fiAli Khan’s son and designated succes-
sor, Muhammad Yafiqub Khan, recognizing over-
whelming force when he saw it, agreed to English
terms in a treaty signed at Gandamak, a village on
the Kabul-Jalalabad road. An Italian-born but thor-

oughly Anglicized army officer, Sir Louis Cavag-

nari, was quickly installed as British representa-
tive at Kabul. On September 3, 1879, a few weeks
after taking up residence in the former serai of
Amir Muhammad Afizam Khan in Kabul’s cita-
del, the Bala Hisar, Cavagnari was attacked by a
crowd of soldiers from Herat demanding back pay.
In a reprise of the attack on the residence of Al-
exander Burnes in 1841, the soldiers killed him,
his staff, and the seventy-five cavalry and infantry
of the Queen’s Own Guides who were assigned to
protect him.20 when news of this reached the Brit-
ish, a force under

19 Translation, p. 345. Roberts 1897, vol. 2, p.
168, gives the date February 21.

20 On the makeup of the Cavagnari Mission, see
Roberts 1897, vol. 2, p. 17.
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General Frederick Roberts, which stood poised
in the Kurram Valley, immediately marched on
Kabul to exact revenge. Despite facing some re-
sistance en route, Roberts reached Kabul on the
ninth of October and began executing people and
destroying property to avenge the English deaths
and salve British pride.21

Many leading Durrani figures saw opportunity in
the invasion. In Kabul, men like Sardar Wali Mu-
hammad Khan, a son of Amir Dust Muhammad
Khan, hoped to enlist English backing for their
own ambitions and so offered their unconditional
support. In Qandahar, Sardar Shayr fiAli Khan
Qandabhari, the son of Sardar Mihrdil Khan and
representative of another Muhammadzavi branch
that had long tried to make Qandahar independent
of Kabul, also collaborated with the English in-
vading army. It was the plan of officials in India
to make Qandahar province an entity tied to India
and thereby better secure its northwest frontier.
And Sardar Shayr fiAli Khan Qandahari offered
himself as a willing vassal.

Unlike the occupation of 1839-42, resistance to
the British began almost immediately, with reper-
cussions all along the Kabul-Qandahar corridor.
The surrender and abdication of Amir Muhammad
Yafiqub Khan touched off a jihad which kept Rob-
erts’ army busy for the next few months. When a
Ghiljavi mulla of the Andari tribe named Din Mu-
hammad, but better known as “Mushk-i fiAlam”
(“Musk of the World”), declared the jihad, Ghil-
zavi tribesmen, including the Kharutis of Qara-
bagh flocked to Kabul to join him. The Hazarahs
of Qarabagh apparently decided this was too good
an opportunity to miss. According to English re-



tailed picture of this period in volume two of Siraj,
focusing on those members of the family who came
to power, either by appointment or coup, in Qanda-
har and Herat, the two cities constantly challenging
Kabul’s authority. A

Present-day historian, Christine Nolle-Karimi,
has dealt in detail with the first two of these four
decades.16 in the second half of the period, from
1863 to 1879, the amir who had control of Kabul
for most of the time, Shayr fiAli Khan (held Kabul
1863-66, 1868-78), was the sixth son of Dust Mu-
hammad Khan. Two other sons, older half-brothers
of Shayr fiAli Khan, Muhammad Afzal Khan and
Muhammad Afizam Khan, were briefly able to
seize control of Kabul and declare their amirates but
were unable to maintain their positions for much
more than a year in either case. From 1868 until
he abdicated in 1878, Shayr fiAli Khan proved to
be the first Muhammadzavi ruler of Kabul capable
of extending his authority to Qandahar and Herat,
traditional rivals of Kabul. However, his sons, who
held the governorships of those cities, frequently
challenged his authority. Again, Fayz Muhammad
provides a minutely detailed record of the problems
at the

Apex of Afghanistan’s politics. At the level of
Icaities like Zard Sang where Fayz Muhammad
was growing up, the main concerns were more
mdane. The season to season condition and survi
al of crops and animals, the weather, and pressure
from neighboring villages on the limited resources
of the Qarabagh region all must have been of much
greater importance than Kabul’s struggle with the
powers in Qandahar and Herat. Then there were the
personal life issues like ensuring family survival
through marriage which in turn meant accumulat-
ing the wherewithal needed to pay the bride-price.

16 Noelle 1997.
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Today, we can only imagine the life Fayz Muham-
mad led in the rural environment of Zard Sang dur-
ing his first two decades. The family preserves two
stories about him which shed a small ray of light.
Although these stories serve to foreground the his-
tory of Hazarahs as victims and therefore may be
taken to reflect subsequent Hazarah history, they
nonetheless illuminate the hardscrabble life of a
family in rural nineteenth-century Afghanistan.
One of the stories, referred to earlier, is related by
the family historian, Reza Kateb, the great-grand-
son of Fayz Muhammad. According to it, Fayz Mu-
hammad’s father, Safiid Muhammad Khan, who

worked for Ghulam Husayn Khan Gulistani as a @

scribe, sent his brother, Baz Muhammad Khan,
back to the ancestral village of Gardan-i Bukhara
in Nahwur. The family does not recall the reason
why he was sent back. Perhaps it was as simple as
a lack of resources sufficient to maintain Baz Mu-
hammad’s household or the need to be in physical
possession of the lands owned in Gardan-i Bukha-
ra and protect them from nomadic incursions or
the usurpation by neighbors. Whatever the cause,
it made the story sufficiently important to be pre-
served in family lore. The second story involves
Fayz Muhammad directly. He was the first of six
sons by the same mother and sometime during his
youth (Reza Kateb thinks it might have been in
1877) Fayz Muhammad carried a sack of wheat
to the mill, a routine and semi-annual chore. He
encountered a man there, obviously an enemy of
the family, or just a bully, named Taj Muhammad
Khan who was clearly bigger and stronger and
forcibly shoved Fayz Muhammad’s sacks aside
and took his turn in line for the miller’s services.
When he told his father what had happened, his
father sent him to live with his uncle, Baz Muham-
mad, in Gardan-i Bukhara. It’s not at all clear why
this story resonates and why it survives. Was it
because Fayz Muhammad was being sent back to
Gardan-i Bukhara as punishment? The story then
goes on to say that Fayz Muhammad eventually
built a three-room house in Gardan-i Bukhara, a
structure in which his nephew, fiAli Baba Shahu,
lived until his death in 2007.17 At some point (it’s
not clear whether before or after the incident at
the mill), Fayz Muhammad was married to the
daughter of Mulla Shayr Muhammad from the Qa-
rabagh village of Avin.18 He was following, rather
closely, in his father’s footsteps. According to the
family, Safiid Muhammad also married a daughter
of this same mulla. For Fayz Muhammad, she was
the first of his three wives. The family believes
he was about eighteen years old when he married
which would have meant the wedding occurred
sometime about 1878. The village of 17 Personal
communications from Reza Kateb, 7.15.2010 and
1.5.2011.

18 Personal communications from Reza Kateb
1.5.2011. He believes the village should be spelled
.han (meaning “iron”) rather than .vin (“rule” or
“customary law”). The Soviet General Staff map
spells it “Ain” and the AIMS Qarabagh district
map has “A’in.” This is an example of a common
phenomenon in Afghanistan, the fluidity and mu-
tability of toponymic (and other) orthography.
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9 Ludwig Adamec, ed., Historical and Political
Gazetteer of Afghanistan: volume 6

(Kabul and Southeastern Afghanistan), Graz, Aus-
tria, 1985 p. 391. (Henceforward Gaz 6.)

10 Gaz 6, p. 414.

11 The Soviet General’nyi Shtab (General Staff)
Map “Sharan,”scale 1:200,000 shows the village
of Jangalak but no evidence of Zard Sang or any-
thing remotely similar in name. Map VI-15-C of
Gaz 6 which covers the Jangalak region also shows
no Zard Sang. The AIMS Qarabagh district map
shows two Jangalaks and a Zarak nearby but again
no Zard Sang.
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Baz Muhammad, parted company and Baz Muham-
mad returned to what were still the family lands in
Gardan-i Bukhara in Nahwur.

For the first nineteen years of Fayz Muhammad’s
life, Zard Sang remained his home. As mentioned
above, the district of Qarabagh had a very ethnical-
ly-mixed population, not surprising given the fact
that it was located along the main commercial ar-
tery connecting Qandahar and Kabul. There were
two main groups of Hazarahs, the Muhammad Kh-
wajah, Fayz Muhammad’s tribe, and the Chahar
Dastah, whose center was the neighboring district
(to the west) of Jaghuri. As described by a British
report, the villages of Qarabagh (of which there
were 371 in the 1970s, according to the Provincial
Gazetteer of Afghanistan12) were often little more
than one or two dwellings, generally qalfiahs (forti-
fied residences), that shared a name.13 The Haz-
arah villages were interspersed with Afghan villag-
es although the Jangalak area seems to have been
more uniformly

Hazarah and perhaps mostly of the Muhammad Kh-
wajah clan or tribe. The many villages close to the
town of Qarabagh whose names end in -khayl in-
dicate the Ghiljavi/Kharuti population settled more
in the eastern part of Qarabagh. No such names are
found within a five-mile radius of Jangalak either
on AIMS or Soviet General Staff maps. There also
was a substantial Tajik population in the area. Re-
ligion followed the ethnic divide. The Hazarahs of
this region were Imami Shifiis and the Tajiks and
Kharutis, Sunnis. We have no conclusive evidence
that relations between these groups were antago-
nistic during Fayz Muhammad’s early years but
the events of late 1879 and early 1880 suggest the
‘ethnic cleansing’ that erupted at that time was not
completely without precedent. A simmering caul-

dron of tensions over land ownership and use, ac-
cess to water, intermarriage, and religious and eth-
nic difference boiled over when the British thrust
themselves into the picture.

English reports written towards the end of the cen-
tury describe the Kharuti, a Ghiljavi tribe, as di-
vided into three main sections. The chief of one
section, the Zakhu Khayl, made his summer quar-
ters in Qarabagh and spent the winter in the Dera-
jat in India.14 The Zakhu Khayl, like the rest of
the Kharutis, were seasonal migrants, coming to
Qarabagh for summer pasture for their animals.15
They had been established in Qarabagh and the
Ghazni area for some time when the report was
written. As was typical of seasonal nomads who
had the means and knew the routes, the Kharutis
also engaged in the carrying trade both as trans-
porters and as merchants in their own right. The
Hazarahs of Qarabagh were not seasonal migrants
although they certainly engaged in animal hus-
bandry along with agriculture and the universal
struggle between herder and cultivator was a

12 As cited by Gaz 6, p. 384.
13 Ibid, p. 191.
14 Ibid, p. 414.
15 Ibid, p. 191.
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constant issue in Qarabagh, exacerbated by lin-
guistic, religious, and ethnic difference, not to
mention, during Fayz Muhammad’s early years,
the remoteness of mediating state institutions,
such as a gazi’s or governor’s court.

In Afghanistan as a whole, the period between the
collapse and retreat of the Army of the Indus in
1842 and the second British intervention in 1879
was a time of continual political struggle between
members of the Durrani elite and their supporters
for control of the main cities and towns and the
routes between them. Such control gave access to
a bureaucratic elite as well as revenue-producing
commercial traffic that passed along those routes
and through the cities and major towns of Afghan-
istan. Although the pre-eminent political figure in
the period was the amir in Kabul, Dust Muham-
mad Khan (who held the title “amir” from 1826
to 1863), his authority was continually challenged
by his brothers, nephews, and eventually, his own
sons, all seeking access to the same limited sourc-
es of commercial and agricultural wealth with
which to maintain their households and reward
their supporters. Fayz Muhammad provides a de-



son, Fayz Muhammad, and in the latter’s case at
least, the wakil was the individual who represented
the community in transactions with the provincial
and central governments. There is little evidence,
however that outside government was much of a
factor in Gardan-i Bukhara or anywhere else in the
rural Hazarahjat at the time of Fayz Muhammad’s
birth. The family’s recollection of the situation in
Nahwur, as well as information from Fayz Muham-
mad himself as reported in the Siraj, suggests the
absence of central governmental authority during
his early life there begins to be evidence of it only
when he is in his twenties and therefore any outside
mediating influence in the Nahwur or Malistan dis-
tricts. Local tribal and clan leaders carved out their
own spheres of jurisdiction and ruled more or less
independently. Khudaydad, his grandfather, was
sufficiently prominent in mid-century, even if only
in the local context of Gardan-i Bukhara, that he
found himself in conflict with the Hazarah leader of
Malistan, Bunyad Khan. Their dispute could have
been over any number of issues: Frequent areas of
conflict were feuds involving honor (i.e., women),
struggles over water rights (the headwaters of the
stream connecting Gardan-i Bukhara and Malistan,
were presumably under the control of Khudaydad
and the downstream area, where it entered Malistan,
under Bunyad Khan), or disagreements over the
boundaries of each leaer’s fiscal jurisdiction. Fur-
ther, while it may be a different Bunyad Khan being
remembered by the faily, there is a famous Bunyad
Khan Malistani, a poerful Hazarah leader of the Fu-
ladah clan, who resists submitting to the authority
of Kabul in the mid-1880s and if he is the same,
then Khudaydad had crossed a very powerful fig-
ure. (See index to volume three.) It is no doubt tell-
ing about Gardani Bukhara’s proximity to Malistan
that a government representative sent from Ghazni
to deal with Bunyad Khan in 1885 goes to Nahwur,
probably to the area of Nahwur bordering Malistan,
to meet the delegation from Bunyad Khan.6 The
struggle between the Hazarah leaders, Khudadad
and Bunyad Khan,was sufficiently intense and
fateful to Khudaydad’s family that it was obliged
to leave Nahwur after his death. His widow, rport-
edly worried about the safety of their children,
moved the family south, to Jangalak, a sub-district
and village of the district of Qarabagh, about four-
teen miles northwest of the town of Qarabagh, and
perhaps twenty-five miles as the crow flies from
Gardan-i Bukhara. There they received the protec-
tion of Ghulam Husayn Khan Gulistani, no doubt a
relative of the widow and the leader (called ravis)

of the Muhammad
6 Translation, pp. 470-71.
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Khwajah Hazarah tribe in Qarabagh.7 He figures
prominently later in ethnic strife involving the
Hazarahs of the Qarabagh district and Pashtun
groups.8

The area around Qarabagh, on the main road be-
tween Kabul and Qandahar, was an ethnically
mixed one. British reports from the 1870s and
early 1880s describe the region as containing a
mixture of Afghan (i.e. Pashtun) and Hazarah vil-
lages.9 The family account and the British records
identify one of the Afghan tribes as the Kharuti, a
Ghiljavi (or Ghilzay) tribe.10

Ghulam Husayn settled the widow and her chil-
dren in Zard Sang, a village apparently near Jan-
galak. Zard Sang has so far resisted identifica-
tion (its name no longer survives, in that form at
least, either on Afghan or Soviet maps, nor was it
noted by British compilers of the Gazetteer) but
circumstantial evidence places it in the Jangalak
sub-district of Qarabagh.11 If the sons of Khuday-
dad’s widow, Safiid Muhammad and Baz Muham-
mad, were in need of a mother’s protection at this
time we might assume they were still children. If
so, and given the date of Fayz Muhammad’s birth
as around 1860 and the likelihood that his father,
Safiid Muhammad, was in his early twenties when
Fayz Muhammad was born, then the move from
Nahwur might well have taken place sometime in
the 1830s or perhaps even the early 1840s. Might
there then have been a connection to the illfated
occupation of Kabul by a British force in 1839?
When the British again occupied Kabul in 1879,
we know the Hazarahs, and the Muhammad Kh-
wajah tribe in particular, were deeply implicated
in the events surrounding that occupation. It is not
therefore impossible that the repercussions of the
British occupation and the resistance that arose
and culminated in the disastrous British retreat
in January 1842 were felt in Nahwur and brought
longstanding local rivalries and antagonisms into
sharper relief. Whatever the cause of the move,
Safiid Muhammad apparently thrived. His family
remembers him as developing into a superb cal-
ligrapher and a person of influence in Qarabagh
district. It was in Zard Sang that he married and
whereFayz Muhammad was born. At some point
Safiid Muhammad and his brother,

7 Personal communication from Reza Kateb,
10.23.2010.
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found in a small documentary trail: a letter (cited in
his family’s oral history), a property transfer deed
(tamlikn.mah), and a farm.n of appointment issued
by Amir Aman Allah Khan. Other contemporaries
of his have added considerably to the textual evi-
dence of his life. Among these were two Iranians,
a fact emblematic of the longstanding connection
between the Shifiites of Iran and Afghanistan. In
1922, an Iranian expatriate in Cairo, Hajj Mirza fi-
Abd al-Muhammad Isfahani Irani nicknamed “Mu-
vaddib al-Sultan,” found Afghanistan of sufficient
interest to compile an encyclopedic work in seven
volumes on the country, which he refers to as “his-
tory.” He had high hopes of garnering the patron-
age of the amir, Aman Allah Khan (r. 1919-1929)
and initially named it Am.n al-taw.rikh (The Secu-
rity of Histories) in his honor. In the work, fiAbd
al-Muhammad expresses his 1 A very recent online
article gives the date of his birth as Ramazan 16,
1279 (March7, 1863) but no source is cited. (See
Husaynzadah 2011.) It is a bit curious that this is
the exact same day and month that Habibi 1372, p.
77 gives for his death date in 1349/1931.

2 See e.g., Hajj Kazim Yazdani’s introduction to
Fayz Muhammad Katib 1993, p.

22.

3 Translation of Siraj al-tawarikh, pp. 500, 501,
522, 588, 845, 868-69, 962, 984,

990, 1054, 1107, 1110, 1149, 1196, and 1236.
(Henceforth, “Translation” refers to the present
work. The pagination used for reference is identi-
cal to the Kabul 1331-1333 [1913-1915] edition for
readers wishing consult the original. A reader will
find the Persian text on line at http://afghanistandl.
nyu.edu; the citation link to volumes one, two, and
three is http://hdl.handle.net/2333.1/05qfttgs wviii
Introduction gratitude to “Mulla Fayz Muhammad
Khan” for help and his eternal debt to Katib for al-
lowing him to borrow from the manuscript fascicles
of the Siraj altawarikh and from Fayz Muhammad’s
ethnographic work on the tribes and peoples of
Aghanistan. He also persuaded Fayz Muhammad to
write a blurb recommending his book and included
it in volume seven.4 Somewhat later, Sayyid Mahdi
Farrukh, Iranian ambassador to the court of Amir
Aman Allah Khan from 1926 to 1928, profiled
Fayz Muhammad in a who’s who of office-holders
in Kabul.5 The Iranians were concerned about the
welfare of their fellow Imami Shifiis in Afghani-
stan and Sayyid Mahdi Farrukh represents Fayz
Muhammad as their leader and spokesman and
his main source of information about the Hazarah
Shifiis. Since his death in 1931, Fayz Muhammad

has attracted the attention of scholars from many
countries: Ahmad fiAli Kuhzad, fiAbd al-.ayy
Habibi, Mir Husayn Shah, Mir Ghulam Muham-
mad Khan “Ghubar,” Hajj Kazim Yazdani,Husayn
Nayil, and most recently Fayz Muhammad’s great
grandson, Reza Kateb, all from Afghanistan; Bbak
Atishin Jan and Husayn Barzagar-i Kishtali from
Iran; and in the former Soviet Union, V. A. Romo-
din and A. I. Shkirando

(See the bibliography for their works). Despite
their extensive contributions to our understanding
of Fayz Muhammad’s life, they leave us with a
number of uncertainties about it and a number of
periods when there is no information at all

About his life.

Family background and early life

Two districts of Ghazni Province were home to
Fayz Muhammad during his early years: Nahwur,
thirty-five miles to the northwest of Ghazni, and
Qarabagh, about the same distance to the south-
west, the latter on the main route between Kabul
and Qandahar. According to family records, his
paternal grandfather, Khudaydad, held the office
of wakil, or chief representative, of the Shahu clan
of the Muhammad Khwajah Hazarah tribe. His
home village is reported by the family as being
Gardan-i Bukhara in Nahwur. The Gazetteer (vol.
6) lists a “Bokhara-i-Nawar,” but provides no in-
formation about it. The Afghanistan Information
Management Services (AIMS) 2004 district map
of “Nawur” shows a “Bakhara” and a “Gardane
Bakhara” in the southwest quadrant of Nawur (i.e.
Nahwur) district a few miles from the border of the
district of Malistan. The two 4 Hajj Sayyid fiAbd
al-Muhammad Isfahani “Muvaddib al-sultan,”
Am.n altaw.rikh, ms. in seven volumes, New York
University Library, Fales Collection. Refeences to
Fayz Muhammad are found in volume 4, pp. 113
14 and volume 7, p. 115 (the blurb/taqri+). A copy
of volume one made by “Fayz Muhammad Katib-i
Hazarah” is in the collection of the National Ar-
chives (Arshif-i milli) in Kabul. 5 Farrukh 1991,
pp. 252-54. In a footnote, p. 22, the editor gives
the dates of Farrukh’s tenure in Kabul, Mihr 1305
(September-October 1926) to 1307 (1928-29).
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Adjacent villages of “Bakhara” and “Gardane
Bakhara” lie at the upper end of a stream running
to the southwest into Malistan. Khudaydad’s exact
function as wakil is unknown. The title is later held
by both his son, Safiid Muhammad, and his grand-



The Life and Career of Fayz Muhammad Khan “Katib”

Sources for his life

There is a remarkable amount of written material
on the life of the historian and long-time chrocler
of Afghan politics, Fayz Muhammad, a Muhamad
Khwajah Hazarah known familiarly and affetiately
as ‘K.tib’ (the Writer). Much of this material was
recorded in his own lifetime and some of it by him.
He lived a long and productive life though its exact
length is uncertain. Given the circumstanes of the
time, it is not surprising that the date of his birth
is uncertain.1 the family believes it was in 1858;
oter sources say 1862-63.2 despite his prominence

in Afghan life, the exact date of his death is still a
matter of some disagreement, but was probably in
February 1931. For the period in between, the ifor-
mation is scattered with more information, not sur-
prisingly, about the latter part of his life. Fayz Mu-
hammad offers glimpses of his own involvement
in theevents of the time he is describing, referring
to himself some fifteen times in the Sir,j al-taw.
rikh.3 In one lengthy passage, probably written
about 1915, he sketches his career to that point,
first as one of Prince (laterAmir) Habib Allah
Khan’s secretaries and then as his designated offi-
cial historian. Other recorded details of his life are
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gelijk, en hier kan het niet
zonder papieren. Zonder
hoop kan ik niet leven. Ik
kan niet meer lachen. Ik wil
rustig worden, alles donker
maken. Ik wil naar een an-
der land. Duitsland. Daar zal
ik zeggen: “Kijk hoe Belgié
de Afghanen behandelt. Zes
jaar om ons zot te maken en
ons dan terugsturen.”’

Hoe zou je terechtkomen,
als je binnenkort in Af-

ghanistan zou landen?
Jamal: ‘Ik kan niet aan Af-

ghanistan denken. Ik ben

bijna gestorven om in Bel-

gi€ een leven te kunnen
bouwen. En wat moet ik
in Afghanistan gaan doen?
Mijn familie leeft in Paki-
stan, in armoede. Mijn zusje
is twaalf en gaat niet naar
school. Mijn broer is vijft-
ien en moet werken. Papa
had niet eens genoeg geld
om mij naar school te stur-
en. Er is al 35 jaar oorlog in
Afghanistan. Iedereen moet
dat goed begrijpen. Er ko-
men niet toevallig de meeste
vluchtelingen vandaan.
Dat land is kapot. Ik zit de
hele tijd te beven omdat de

politie me elke minuut kan
kmen halen om me op het
vliegtuig te zetten. Het lijkt
alsof ik in de dodencel zit.
Maar als Belgié me met een
pistool zou neerscheten, zou
ik sneller rust vinden.Jozef
Hertsens van de Vlucht in-
gen Ondersteuning  Sint
Niklaas (VLOS)staat al jaen
aan de zijde van Jamal: ‘Zijn
medische regulari ticaavraag
werd afgewezen omdat hij
de medicatie tegen epilepsie
ook in Kaboel kan krijgen.
Jamal durft verantwoordel
jkheid opnemen. Bij onze
voetbalactiviteiten, bij onze
sociale kruidenier, en bij de
bezetting van het gebouw in
Troonstraat. Ze hadden die
dag niet moeten terug gaan
om te betogen. De politie
pakte actieve jongeren op
om de bezettingsactie te
breken. De Dienst Vreem-
delingenzaken liet zelfs an-
dere vreemdelingen vrij uit
de gesloten centra om plaats
te maken. Al onze goeie Af-
ghaanse jongens die we met
VLOS hielpen en die ons
hielpen, werden opgesloten.
Een enorme klap voor hen
én ons.’

Middelen:

1- Roedkruis- Nieuwsberichten

2- protection4afghans



pressief. Mijn psychiater en
mijn vrienden zeiden dat ik
meer moest buiten komen,
mee gaan voetballen. Maar
ik ben moe van de medica-
tie, van het verdriet. Mijn
papa en mama, ik ben zelfs
vergeten hoe ze eruit zien.
Ik heb geen foto van hen. Ze
zijn in Pakistan en leven in
armoede. Als mama me op-
belt, zegt ze: “Waarom heb
je nog altijd geen papieren?”
Ik vertel haar niet dat ik een
negatieve  asielbeslissing
kreeg, want ze is al zo ziek.’
‘Mijn hart bloedt door wat
ik in Europa heb meege-
maakt en gezien. Ik ken kin-
deren die beginnen te huilen
als ze politie zien. Ik ben zes
jaar in Belgi€. Ik was noo-
it iemand tot last. Wij zijn
echte vluchtelingen. Elke
week zag ik ontploffingen.
Ik zag doden en kon er wek-
enlang niet van slapen. Mijn
stress en epilepsie werden
alleen maar erger. Waarom
zouden we heel die weg tot
Europa afleggen als we geen
problemen in Afghanistan
zouden hebben? Als Belgié
denkt dat we liegen, neem
dan honderd Belgen mee
naar Afghanistan en laat ze
van Afghanistan naar Belgié
vluchten. Maar hier krijg ik

op ¢¢én dag botweg te horen
dat ik terug naar Afghani-
stan moet. Wel, schiet me
dan liever hier met een pis-
tool dood.’

Hoe verloopt je uitwijzing-
sprocedure naar Afghani-

stan?

Jamal: ‘Ik werd opgepakt
tijdens de betoging van 25
september, een paar weken
geleden. Maar ik was he-
lemaal niet bij de onrust-
stokers. Het was een rustige
actie. Alle vrouwen stonden
vooraan. Zo toonden we dat
we geen oorlog met de poli-
tie wilden. Maar waarom,
als een paar jongeren prob-
lemen zoeken, begint de
politie iedereen met traan-
gas te beschieten? Ook kin-
deren en vrouwen. “Nee, wij
bellen niet de ziekenwagen.
Jullie moeten maar geen
kinderen naar een betoging
nemen”, zei de politie toen
vrouwen bewusteloos op de
stenen lagen. Is dit Europa?
Is dit democratie?’

‘De politie boeide me met
de handen achter de rug. Als
een misdadiger. Ze stopten
ons in de cel. We dachten
dat we na 24 uur zouden
“Nee
hoor, jij blijft opgesloten”,

worden vrijgelaten.

zei de agent. Ik had wa-

ter nodig. “Neen, ik geef je
geen water”, zei de agent. Ik
moest huilen van zijn hard-
vochtigheid. Tk deed net
mee aan de actie om papie-
ren te vragen. En wat doet
Belgi€? Ze sluiten me op
om me naar Afghanistan te
sturen. Ik voel me in de val
gelokt. 1k zag dit gesloten
centrum al eens eerder aan
de buitenkant, toen we hier
betoogden tegen de opslui-
ting van andere Afghanen.
En nu zit ik hier zelf. Mijn
vriend Tahib zit hier ook.
Hij heeft een vriendin met
verblijfsrecht in Belgi€, een
Iraanse, en een kindje. Ze
zijn islamitisch getrouwd.
En Belgié gaat hem wegs-
turen naar Afghanistan. En
hun relatie dan?

Wat moeten Belgen weten

over Afghanen?
Jamal: ‘Veel Belgen denken

dat wij relschoppers zijn.
Maar wij willen werken. Wij
willen belastingen betalen.
Afghanen zijn niet gevaarli-
jk. Wij zijn moe van oorlog.
Wij zoeken rust. Ik kwam
naar hier voor een rustig
leven, maar het werd een
nachtmerrie. Mijn droom is
eenvoudig: leven, trouwen,
werken, een gezin stichten.
In Afghanistan is dat onmo-
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spreekkamer van het geslo-
ten centrum binnen. Stoer
en lachend nemen ze plaats
aan de tafel. Maar als de an-
dere jongens weer weggaan,
laat Jamal in zijn hoofd en
hart kijken. De blik in zijn
ogen verandert. Hij beeft,
spreekt snel en vol veront-
waardiging in vlot Neder-
lands. Jamal is al vier jaar
in Belgi€é. Hij was €één van
de actievere helpers bij onze
Vluchtelin-
gen Ondersteuning  Sint-
Niklaas (VLOS). Zijn fami-
lie woont in Pakistan, niet

lidorganisatie

in Afghanistan. ‘Ik kan niet
aan Afghanistan denken. Ik
heb gevochten en ben bijna
gestorven om in Belgié een
leven te kunnen opbouwen.’
Hoe was je leven in Afghanistan?
Jamal: ‘Ik werkte in het
naaiatelier van mijn vader
in Herat. In Afghanistan had
ik een probleem met onze
buurman omdat ik had af-
gesproken met zijn dochter.
Zij is soenniet, ik ben sjiiet.
Haar hele familie keerde
zich tegen mij.’

Kan je iets vertellen over je

viuchtroute naar Belgié?

Jamal:‘Ik vluchtte naar Iran,
te voet over de bergen. De
ene smokkelaar na de an-
dere bracht me tot in Istan-

bul. Daar kon 1k aan de slag
in een naaiatelier om wat
geld te verdienen gedurende
twee maanden. Zo kon ik
een smokkelboot betalen
van [zmir naar Griekenland.
We zaten met zestien per-
sonen negen uur lang in een
klein bootje en we moesten
zelf roeien, op een wilde
zee. Een verschrikkelijke
nacht. In Griekenland pakte
de politie ons op. Ze sloten
ons twee nachten op in een
gevangenis. In Athene werk-
te ik op een boerderij, waar
ik “ajuinen” sneed. Negen
uur werken voor tien euro.
Ik vermagerde acht kilo.
Met een bestelwagen kon ik
naar [talié. Ik stapte te voet
naar Rome en daar wilde ik
asiel aanvragen, maar an-
dere Afghanen vertelden me
dat asielzoekers ook in Italié
slecht behandeld

Dus ging ik verder tot Bel-

worden.

gi€ met de trein.’
Hoe is je asielprocedure in
Belgié verlopen?
Jamal:

‘Ik was zeventien
toen ik hier asiel aanvroeg,
in 2007. Het voelde alsof jul-
lie automatisch denken dat
wij leugenaars zijn. Ik dacht
dat we direct bescherming
zouden krijgen. Het is toch
duidelijk dat er een oorlog

woedt in Afghanistan? Het
Commissariaat-generaal
voor de Vluchtelingen en
de Staatlozen geloofde mijn
verhaal niet. En drie maan-
den na mijn afwijzing begon
Belgi€ aan vluchtelingen uit
onze stad Herat subsidiaire
bescherming te geven. Dus
wilde ik een nieuwe asie-
laanvraag indienen, maar
mijn advocaat zei dat ik
daarvoor nieuwe document-
en moest kunnen voorleg-
gen. Ik begreep er niks van.
“Zo 1s Belgié. Eén jaar be-
schermen ze Afghanen, het
andere weer niet”, zei mijn
advocaat. Ik word gek van
dit systeem.’

Wat zijn je ervaringen
met Belgié?

Jamal: ‘Van oktober 2007
tot maart 2009 zat ik in een
centrum voor minderjarige
asielzoekers. Inburgering,
Nederlands, 1k volgde het
allemaal. Nog zes maan-
den en ik had mijn defini-
tief diploma Nederlands van
‘Den Hof” in Sint-Niklaas
behaald. Ik zat al in niveau
vier. Ik kreeg een positieve
medische regularisatie door
mijn epilepsie, dus kon ik
een studio huren in Sint-
Niklaas.
ingetrokken. Tk werd de-

Later werd die



Afghaanse minderjarigen
in Europa op zoek naar familie

Elk jaar passeren duizenden
minderjarig Afghaanse jon-
geren de poorten van Eu-
ropa op zoek naar een beter
bestaan. De meeste jon-
geren trekken naar landen
zoals Belgi€, Nederland, het
Verenigd Koninkrijk, Duit-
sland en de Scandinavische
landen om asiel aan te vra-
gen. Europa wordt de laat-
ste twee jaren overrompeld
met asielaanvragen van
Afghaanse jongeren, naar
aanleiding van het aanhou-
dende geweld in hun thuis-

land en de moeilijke situ-

atie van vluchtelingen in de
buurlanden Pakistan en Iran.
De Afghaanse jongeren zijn
dikwijls al jaren op de dool
en hebben verschillende ge-
varen en moeilijkheden get-
rotseerd tijdens hun vlucht.
Op erg jonge leeftijd, velen
onder hen slechts 15 jaar
oud, staan ze alleen in het
leven. Deze jongeren heb-
ben dan ook nood aan go-
ede hulp en ondersteuning.

Ook in Belgié zoeken Af-
ghaanse vluchtelingen een
toevlucht. Bij de dienst
Tracing van het Rode Kruis

lopen er geregeld aanvra-
gen binnen van minder-
jarigen die op zoek zijn
naar hun ouders of naaste
familieleden in Afghani-
stan of Iran, het buurland
waar meer dan drie miljoen
Afghaanse  vluchtelingen
zouden verblijven. Vaak ge-
beurt het ook dat Afghaanse
families tijdens hun vlucht
op weg naar Europa ges-
cheiden geraken

Het verhaal van Jamal
Met twee andere Afghaanse

jongeren komt Jamal de
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Advertentie

Binnenkort in Nederland

Tijdens een grote cultureel

conferentie dat die door een
groep maatschappelijke en
activiste Afgaanse immi-
granten in Nederland gaan
bijwonen, zullen van een
belangrijkste werk stuk van
Katib Hazara herdenken ,
zijn historische boek is een
betrouwbare bron voor ge-
schiedenis schrijvers in Af-
ganistan” Siraj al-tawarik”
heet zijn boek , Hij was vi-
jftig jaar bezig met studie en
onderzoek, naast dit boek

schreef hij ook nog tien be-
langrijke boeken die alle zijn
boeken worden zeer hoog
geprijsd door geleerden in
Afganistan. Drie delen van
het boek is vertaald in het
Engels.Tevens wordt in
dit conferentie besproken
over mensenrechten in Af-
ganistan ,rechtvaardigheid
, gelijkbehandeling van
alle burgers en terrorisme
bestrijden. De tweede aan-
leiding van dit bijeenkomst

is de onthulling van Aoral

magazine dat al zesde edi-
tie van dit tijdschrift wordt
in Perzisch en ook in Ned-
erlands gepubliceerd . Het
doel van de publicatie van
dit tijdschrift is het creéren
van cultureel begrip tussen
Nederland en Afghanistan.
Het gesprek over vrede en
veiligheid in Afghanistan en
op zoek naar de voorkeuren
van de migranten en hun in-
tegratieproces heeft priorit-
eit voor dit Magazine.Tijd :
Plaats:

Organisator : Aoral Magazine
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